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A New Beginning: Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship 


BUILD CONNECTEDNESS AND BUSINESS 
SUPPORT 


Approach: 


Entrepreneurs require sustained access to non-financial business services such as 
technical and supply-chain expertise to improve their productivity and to participate 
in the global economy. 

BUSINESS INNOVATION CENTERS (BICS): 

BICs are intended to broaden the participation of local and international 
educational institutions to encourage sustainability; leverage the practical business 
experience of local, regional and international business leaders; and increase access 
to finance for innovative start-ups and enterprises with strong growth potential. In 
partnership with local science communities and governments, USAID will develop 
new BICs and expand existing ones (e.g., industrial parks, business incubators, and 
enterprise zones), to support entrepreneurship and create local technology 
solutions. 

INTERNATIONAL CORPORATE VOLUNTEER FACILITY 
(ICVF): 

USAID and IBM plan to collaborate to develop the ICVF, which will expand the 
numbers of companies and volunteers assisting developing countries. The ICVF will 
enhance USAID's development efforts by leveraging the skills and expertise of 
corporate volunteers, and increase the number of participating companies and 
active skilled business volunteers. The ICVF will enhance the impact and 
effectiveness of their contributions and establish a self-sustaining facility. 

DIASPORA ENTREPRENEURS NETWORKS ALLIANCE 
(DENA): 

USAID seeks to build alliances among Diaspora entrepreneurs living in the U.S. and 
their countries of origin, the non-profit sector, and the private sector to promote 
economic, social, and political progress in countries with significant Muslim 
populations. DENA plans to leverage the financial, diplomatic, and human 
resources of immigrants to the U.S. to encourage economic and social prosperity in 
their countries of origin by exchanging knowledge and facilitating the flow of 
collective remittances. 

ENHANCING COMPETIVENESS PROGRAM: 

Through technical assistance and other interventions, USAID plans to assist Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in growth industries to scale up their operations. 
The goal of the program is to design interventions and/or technical assistance that 
will allow SMEs to overcome constraints, upgrade business processes, meet market 
demand, increase income, grow the sector, and provide employment opportunities 
in countries with significant Muslim populations. 
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USAID WILL: 


Develop and expand Business 
Innovation Centers. 


Develop a Corporate Volunteer 
Facility, in partnership with IBM, to 
expand the number of companies 
and volunteers assisting developing 
countries. 
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